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Minutes of meeting held at Longdown Activity Farm on Tuesday 3rd November 2015 

Present:  Bryan Pass [Chairman] Sue Ardern Stuart Ardern, Jackie Baker, Patricia Bascombe, 
Helen Creighton, Alister Hutchin, Susan Hutchin, Arthur Jeffery, Elaine Mayhew and Malcolm 
Winch. 

1. Apologies were received from Alfred Baker and Diane Swain 

2. The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
      
Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting: 
 b. Litter pickers Bryan has purchased extra litter pickers and bags. He suggested that 
these could be kept at the Longdown Farm shop and be loaned to villagers. Details would be on 
our website. A list of borrowers would be kept at the shop. Richard suggested that the pickers 
could be marked with the A&CCG web address. It was agreed this was a good idea. It was agreed 
that funds would be taken from the A&CCG account to reimburse Bryan. Bryan asked Alister to 
write an article for the Parish Magazine telling villagers about the litter pickers. 
ACTION: Alister to send an article to the magazine editor. Helen to reimburse Bryan for litter 
pickers. 
 c. Anti litter slogan competition: The entries to the competition were circulated and a 
vote taken on the winning slogan. The result would be published in the Parish Magazine, the 
winner informed and a prize delivered. A discussion followed on how we might use the slogan. It 
was suggested that the slogan might be put onto stickers which could then be stuck to the litter 
pickers and the litterbins. The latter would need to be passed by the NFDC. Sue H said she 
would contact Mandy Pickard at the NFDC. 
ACTION: Sue H to contact winner and contact Mandy Pickard. 
 d. Improving appearance of village: Elaine thought that the area outside the parade of 
shops looked tidier. We should monitor the situation. 
 e. New website: The training sessions had gone well and Stuart and Sue were willing to 
offer more if required. Sue said that Neighbourhood Watch was now posting information. 
Richard asked how we could get more people to use the website. Bryan suggested that we 
should each contact 10 friends telling them about the website and encouraging them to use it. 
Richard volunteered to draft a flyer which we could circulate. 
ACTION: Richard to draft a flyer. 

4. Apple Day and apple presses: Sue A thanked everyone who had contributed food and helped in 
the kitchen. She also thanked those who organised games  and helped to run the day. Jackie, 
Elaine and Carol White were thanked for running the children’s painting and art table. Richard 
suggested that we should use money from the A&CCG account to pay for the hall rather than 
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relying on making a profit from the refreshments. Sue A wondered whether we needed to serve 
lunches but the majority thought they were very popular. It was agreed that we should keep the 
same venue. October 1st was chosen for next year’s Apple Day [subject to availability of hall]. A 
later start was agreed: 11am finishing at 3pm. 
ACTION: Sue H to book church rooms from 10am until 4pm [allowing for set-up and clear up]. 
Richard and Stuart reported on the loan of the apple presses. £149 had been received so far 
from outside the village. Stuart said there was still one more booking to come plus money from 
the loan of the smallest press. Bryan asked if there had been any problems with the booking 
system. Stuart said that it had worked well and feedback was very positive. A couple of spare 
parts had had to be purchased but that was to be expected. Bryan said the presses had been a 
great success and thanked all those involved. 

5. Shredder co-operative: The Co-op bank had finally approved the bank account so the grant, 
membership fees etc. could now be banked. 

6. Cycle signage: Richard reported that some new cycle signs had been put up in the village. 
There was one directing cyclists to the wrong side of the station and a cycle route to 
Southampton still seems to be signed on the South side. Despite the immense amount of work 
put in by us and the Parish Council in planning and suggesting improvements to the cycle route 
through Ashurst nothing had really changed. We are left with the old inadequate arrangements.  
Alister mentioned the lack of a path/pavement between the campsite entrance and the bus 
stop. It is dangerous there at present with parked cars and lorries forcing pedestrians onto the 
busy road. HCC and the NFPA have been asked by the PC to extend the footpath there and we 
are awaiting their replies. 

7. Cycle Ashurst: David said that the last ride of the season was on 14th October. The rides will 
start again in March. There is a possibility that we might be joined on some rides by the 
Lyndhurst U3A cycling group who had showed an interest in our rides. 

8. AOB   a. Woodlands Road speed limit: David hoped to hear about a decision sometime 
this week. 
  b. Right of Way: Arthur read out a letter from Dr Julian Lewis to Dr John 
Cartwright [senior officer HCC footpaths] asking for action on our request for a right of way 
from the station car park to the forest. 
  c. Ashurst Walks: The new programme has been sent out.  Arthur thanked all the 
leaders of the walks for their work. 

9. Date of next meeting: February 2nd 2016. AGM to be held on 10th May 2016. 
 


