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Minutes of meeting held at Longdown Activity Farm on Tuesday 5th April 2016 

Present:  Bryan Pass [Chairman]  Alfred Baker, Jackie Baker, Richard Barnett, Patricia Bascombe,  
Helen Creighton, Alister Hutchin, Susan Hutchin, Arthur Jeffery, Elaine Mayhew, Diane Swain, 
David White and Malcolm Winch. 
1. Apologies There were no apologies for absence. 

2. The minutes of the last meeting were approved. 
The Chairman said that we were sorry to see Sue and Stuart leave the committee and the village 
but he  was sure that they would still be involved from a distance. He thanked them for all 1
their invaluable work over many years. 
3. Cllr Emma Lacey was welcomed to the meeting to talk about producing a new or updated 
village plan.  
She said she would welcome our ideas from our past experience of what had worked and what 
was not successful in putting together a Parish Plan. She also asked for volunteers from our 
group. A lively discussion followed on the background to the original plan and ideas for a new 
one. The committee said they would be willing to help wherever possible. 
She also said  that the  Parish Council would welcome more input from the Community Group to 
the Parish Magazine including articles, photographs, comments, poetry etc.. 
4. Matters arising from the minutes of the last meeting 
  a. Anti-litter slogan posters: These had been delivered by Mandy Pickard from the 
NFDC. Two designs had been produced. Some had been posted around the village, although 
some had already been removed. They would be replaced. 
  b. Cycle routes update: Richard reported that he had had a joint meeting with the 
PC and Sustrans. The places where the cycle path signage needed altering were agreed. 
Sustrans had produced a set of proposals. The NFNPA now has a set of amendments to make 
which will more or less cover what we set out to achieve. The only part not agreed upon is the 
cycle track on the south side of the A35.  
Bryan said that this year he had had more cyclists, particularly families, cycling from Lyndhurst 
to visit the farm. Unfortunately there were  still safety issues in Deerleap Lane as there is no 
cycle or foot path. Bryan thanked Richard for all his hard work. 
  c. Woodlands Road speed limit: The demonstration to publicise the need for a 
30mph limit in Woodlands Road was well attended by residents of Ashurst, Netley Marsh and 
further afield. A photographer from The Echo came . Later that week David had an interview 
with the journalist covering the story. David thanked Emma for her help in publicising the event. 
Unfortunately HCC is still adamant that nothing will be done because there is not sufficient risk 
of an accident and road casualties. A disappointing result. 
  d. Cycle Ashurst: David reported that the new programme was now on the 
Community Group website. He also referred to the problem of safety. 
  e. Litter Pick 2016: 62 bags of litter had been collected by a very hard working 
group of volunteers. Suggestions had been made to Mandy Pickard about extra equipment for 
next year There was a discussion about the siting of litter bins and dog bins; suggested sites 
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were the junction of Knellers Lane and the A35, and near the telephone exchange. Sue said she 
would ask the manager of ‘The Happy Cheese’  if they could tidy up their car park on a regular 
basis. It was full of litter. We had already approached  ‘The New Forest’ about their car park. 
Elaine asked if we could write to the schools in Foxhills urging them to talk to the children 
about not throwing litter. Emma said she would ask the PC to do this.  
  f. Website: Richard was now managing the website. He encouraged us to use it and 
to contact him if we had any problems with it. Details of walks, cycle rides etc. should be put 
on the website.  
  g. Shredder co-operative: Richard said this was now an independent entity but he 
would continue to report to the A&CCG. The equipment was well used and was proving a useful 
asset to the village.   
5. Recreation Ground Dedication Day: This would be on the 11th June and would incorporate the 
dedication of the Park and the Queen’s 90th birthday. The Parish Councillors organising it had 
asked us for ideas and if we could help. Various ideas were suggested and more could be sent to 
Sue by email. She would forward these to the relevant Councillors. 
6. AGM: The format would be similar to last year. Mandy Pickard would be speaking on recycling 
and Karen Oliver would report on Neighbourhood Watch.  
Bryan said he would be standing down as Chairman but would continue on the committee. 
Elaine would continue to serve on the committee until she leaves the village. All other members 
agreed to stand for re-election, 
7. Date of next meeting: AGM May 10th;   
           July 5th next committee meeting. 


